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Different ethnic groups in the USA
Describe the feelings and thoughts of
new immigrants as they arrived in the
USA.

Explain what is meant by the terms
‘Wasp’, ‘melting pot’ and the ‘American
dream.’



Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA,
1918–1968

•Immigration to the USA
-Immigrants and the USA

-Is the USA a ʻMelting Potʼ or a ʻSalad
Bowlʼ?
-Was the American Dream real?

-Old and new immigrants
-Changing attitudes to immigration



Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA,
1918–1968

There was a huge increase in the number of white
people in the USA between 1800 and 1920. In
1800 there were 2 million people. By 1920, there
were 100 million people.

Why America?



The American Dream

In 1900, people thought the USA was the land of
opportunity. They believed in ʻthe American
Dreamʼ.

The American Dream was that if they worked hard
they would become rich.



Push and Pull Factors

PUSH reasons are those which make people want
to leave their homes.

Try and think
of as many
push factors
as you can
(reasons why
someone
might wants to
leave their
home).

• No Jobs

•War
•Natural Disaster

•Bad Weather
•Crime
•Lack of security

•Discrimination
•High cost of
living

•Famine

•Poor
Health/Educatio
n services

•Family/Friends
•Low wages

•Population
pressure



Push and Pull Factors
PULL reasons are those which make another
country seem attractive.  They are reasons which
PULL people towards them.
• Jobs

•Money
•Facilities

•Friends/Family

•Speak freely

•Food
•Shops

•Weather
•Entertainment
•Good
environment

•Good
healthcare/educati
on

•Clean water
•Equal
opportunities

•No natural
disasters

Try and think of
as many pull
factors as you
can (reasons
why someone
might be
attracted to
another
country).



Statue of Liberty

When immigrants came to the USA, heading towards
Liberty/Ellis Island, the first thing they saw was the
Statue of Liberty.
“Give me your tired poor people, the crowds of poor
people who want a better life, the poor who live in your
overcrowded cities.  Send the homeless who have
suffered from storms and war to me.  I promise them a
bright new future of freedom and wealth.”

Boats docked at Ellis Island for immigrants to be
processed.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5rredHTyKaQ



The Magnet of Hope
This diagram shows people being attracted from Europe to
the USA.

Between 1830 and 1930 many people from Europe went
to the USA. They were attracted by the American
_________ or by the Magnet of __________. They
thought that if they worked hard they would become
_________. They knew that if they stayed in their own
country they would remain __________.

Rich

Poor

Hope

Dream



The open door policy and
immigrationBy 1918, the USA was a multi-ethnic society- the

open door policy meant that anyone could live there.

People from all sorts of different cultures lived
together in the USA and it was hoped that all those
different people would in time combine to become
‘Americans’ sharing a common identity.

A phrase used to describe this idea is the ‘melting
pot’.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZQl6XBo64M



Is the USA a ʻmelting potʼ or a ʻsalad bowlʼ?

The idea of a melting pot is
that lots of things are put into
it and they all melt to create
something different and new.

Itʼs rather like melting sugar,
butter and cream to make
toffee.

Some Americans like to think
of the USA as a ʻmelting potʼ
with all different nationalities
living together and mixing in
the one country.



Separate Identities
Although people different cultures were mixing
together immigrants tended to live with people who
shared the same culture and language.

Therefore there were separate communities which
were given names such as ‘Little Italy’, ‘Little Russia’
and ‘Irish Town’.

As a result, US society was described as a ‘salad
bowl’ where lots of different ingredients or
nationalities mix together and co-operate but do not
lose their separate identities.



Is the USA a ʻmelting potʼ or a ʻsalad bowlʼ?

A salad bowl contains lots of
nice things like lettuce,
tomato, crunchy carrots and
onions. They are all mixed up,
but each thing keeps its own
taste.

Some people think that the
USA is more like a salad bowl
because there are lots of
nationalities there but each is
different.



Where did the immigrants
live?

New York

Boston

Chicago

Pittsburgh



Where did immigrants live?
The new immigrants in America
lived in four main cities Chicago,
New York, Boston and Pittsburgh.
There were a couple of reasons for
this the first reason is that these
cities were reasonably near the
coast and as people had spent a
lot of money travelling to America
they could not afford to travel
much further. Living in a city also
made more sense as cities were
where the jobs were. There would
be no point in new immigrants
living in the countryside where
there were no jobs.

I am a Russian
immigrant living

in New York. I
live in an area
where other

Russian people
live. Can you
think why?



Most of the new immigrants in New York ended up in
slum housing. The slums were often five or six stories
high with tiny rooms which lacked light and proper
sanitation.

The slums continue to get worse as more immigrants
arrived in America. The worst effected city was New York
as this is where most immigrants lived when they
arrived.

The slums became a hot bed of disease and crime.



What were WASPS?
Until the middle of the 19th century most US
immigrants came from northern Europe (Britain,
Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia).

They took pride in how they had defeated the ‘Red
Indians’  (Native Americans) and made the USA a
strong country.

By the end of the 19th century they held most of the
power in the USA.

WASP= White Anglo-Saxon Protestant



WASP Power
Wealthier WASPs liked to think of themselves as the most
powerful politically and financially.

Most immigrants had no idea about voting or having a say in
the way a country was run. They did not know what political
freedom meant or how the political system worked.

This meant that many immigrants became followers of any
politician who offered them help.

These ‘helpful’ politicians were usually WASPs wanting to
attract votes.



ʻHelpfulʼ WASP politicians
Local politicians would help immigrants get jobs or help to
get their landlords to repair broken cookers or baths.

In bad times, local politicians would help get coal and food
and they always knew when a baby was coming and would
get a doctor.

Never before had immigrants experienced the power of
having a vote.

Immigrant families learned fast and many continued to
support certain politicians, mainly because these politicians
kept in touch with what the new Americans wanted.



Powerful immigrants
US president John F Kennedy is an example of an immigrant
who became politically powerful.

He was a descendant of Irish Catholics who had emigrated to
the USA in the 19th century.

In New York city, an organisation called Tammany Hall
influenced local politics. It attracted a lot of support from
immigrant Irish people by helping immigrants to find jobs
and become US citizens, and by assisting the poor.

Real power, however, was still in the hands of politicians,
bankers and business men (who were mainly WASPs) and
they tried very hard to keep it that way.



ʻNewʼ immigrants-why the USA?
By the end of the 19th century, hundreds of thousands of
‘new’ immigrants were coming to the USA from poorer
regions of Europe like Italy, Poland and Russia.

Average age of these immigrants was 24 (1910).



Italy

Push Factors Italy

Watch the clip and take a not of as many PUSH factors
as you can – reasons why Italians wanted to leave
their country.

Italy was an overcrowded
country with low wages and
high tax. Many immigrants
from Italy wanted to return
to Italy after they had made
their fortune.



Polish immigrants were
initially intellectuals and
poorer nobles who were go
to America for political
reasons.

Later on Polish people
immigrated as a result of
growing anti-Semitism within
the country.

Poland

PULL Factors

Watch the clip and take a not
of as many PULL factors as
you can – reasons why Polish
people wanted to live in
America.



Most of the Russian
immigrants to America
moved as a result of
political reasons.

Russia

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=Y83XW2x9Ixo



Push/Pull
Pull reasons included;
-Hope for a fresh start
- good wages
-More/better jobs
- Cheap land was a huge attraction for poor
farm labourers who dreamed of owning their
own farms.



Push/Pull
Push factors. Many immigrants were;
-Jews who were persecuted and killed in Russia or
Poland
-Germans who were forced into the army to fight
against their wishes
-Peasants and poor people from across Europe who
were forced to pay high taxes or were punished
-People who were arrested and tortured in prison
just because they had different political or religious
ideas.



Should black Americans be counted
as immigrants?

No and yes.
Most are descendants of Africans
who were captured and enslaved
over the past 400 years. However,
most had been born in the USA,
yet for them, America around 1918
was not a free and equal land of
opportunity.

In the Southern states of the USA,
black people were discriminated
against by ‘Jim Crow’ laws and
terrorised by the Ku Klux Klan. In
the north, they suffered prejudice
and discrimination.



Were ʻRed Indiansʼ counted as
Americans?By the middle of the 19th century many Native American

tribes known as nations had been wiped out.

The US government forced Native Americans to live on small
sections of poor quality land called reservations, where they
were barred from hunting and relied on government rations
to survive.

In 1868, the US government had declared that all people who
were born in the USA or had become American were citizens
of the USA.

However, the government ruled that Native Americans were
not citizens and could not vote. It was not until 1924 that it
was declared that all Native Americans born in the USA were
citizens.



Assimilation- mixing together to become like everyone else.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8X4CypTaOQs

Ellis Island- History of immigration to the Unites States (1890-1920)- 28 mins

Read pages 3-6 inclusive of textbook.
Activity 2 on page 9 – do number 2 – 
the anagram summary of the chapter
EXTENSION WORK
Page 11: National 5 question 1



Chapter 3
• Read pages 12 and 14
• Write a paragraph to summarize the information you

have just read
• Give it the heading ‘The open doors begin to close’
• Read page 23
• Write a paragraph to summarise the information you

have just read: heading ‘Restricting immigration’

• E.g. 1921 and 1924 Immigration Acts  …………. (what
they did) – explain quota system.

• 1929 changes ….


