Supporting your child towards achieving N5 and Higher
There are lots of things you can do to support your child as they work towards N5 and Higher English.

Reading

In our experience, young people who read widely find the various elements of the exams much easier. It develops their vocabulary, familiarity with different structures and language patterns, as well as the speed at which they can read and process information. Encouraging your child to read regularly will make a difference.

The school library has a large selection of literature in a variety of genres, at levels appropriate to any reader in the school. If you go to the ‘Library’ section of the school website, you will find lists of recommended reading grouped by age and reading level – this is an excellent starting point for finding texts your child might enjoy.

Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (30%)
The Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (RUAE) paper is the area that learners tend to find most challenging. In the exam they must read a passage of journalistic-style writing and answer a set of questions which check:

· Understanding of the basic ideas in the passage (these are usually phrased as, “Using your own words as far as possible…”)

· Familiarity with the various techniques the writer uses, such as word choice, imagery and structure. Learners must be able to identify these techniques and comment on their effect.
· Summarise the key ideas in the passage, or in an extract from the passage.

· Evaluate how effectively the purpose of the passage has been achieved.

Learners tend to find the time pressure of this element particularly challenging. They have a very limited time to read, digest and then answer detailed questions on an extract of relatively complex writing. The best way to prepare for this is practice.
We recommend that learners get into the habit of reading good quality journalism on a regular basis (once or twice a week), and carrying out some basic tasks to develop their exam skills.

The best place to find appropriate material is on websites for newspaper such as The Guardian, The Times, The Independent, The Herald etc. ‘Opinion’ or ‘Magazine’ sections tend to be the best areas to find articles which are suitable.

Your child should read an article and carry out the following tasks:

1. Summarise the main points/ideas/opinions from the article. Use bullet-points, no more than 8. Use your own words as far as possible.
2. Does the writer express an opinion in the article, or are they neutral? If they express an opinion, what is it? How do you know this? Give evidence.
3. A) Identify and write down three examples of any of the following:

· Interesting/unusual/powerful word choice

· Imagery (Metaphor/simile/personification)

· Any of the following sentence types: short or minor sentence, question, exclamation
· Unusual punctuation

· Parenthesis
· Repetition of words or phrases

· A list
· Rule of three

· (Higher only) Any of the following sentence structures: balance, parallelism, antithesis, climax
B) Write down a short comment explaining the effect of each example.

4. You must have chosen the article because it was interesting/engaging. Explain what makes it so.

There are also a selection of study guides and books of past papers available online. The SQA also has all past papers available on their website for free here. If your child has completed all available N5 or Higher papers, they can also use Intermediate 2 (N5) and ‘Old Higher’ papers – these are very similar and also worthwhile practice. 

These are best used in the run-up to prelims and final exams. Marking their own work is a valuable learning tool also. The more familiar they are with mark-schemes, the better they will understand what the SQA are looking for in their responses.

Critical Reading – Scottish Texts (20%)
Your child will study a text, or group of texts, from a set list. In the exam, they will have to answer Textual Analysis questions on an extract from their set text, as well as respond to a longer 8/10 mark question which challenges their knowledge on the text as-a-whole, or the group of texts.

It is important your child is familiar with this text. They should know it well, and have a solid understanding of key themes and the deeper meaning. The bulk of work for this element will be completed in the classroom, but they can find useful revision materials on the BBC Bitesize website. In the run-up to exams, practice and past papers are another valuable tool to help develop their exam skills.

Critical Reading – Critical Essay (20%)
Your child will study one or two texts in class which they will then need to write a critical essay on in the exam (one essay question on one text they have studied). The essay questions are unseen, but are quite open and are designed for learners to show-off what they know, rather than catch them out.

Learners should have a good idea of the type of questions that might come up in an exam (through study of past papers), and therefore should be able to prepare for several possibilities.

It is expected that they structure the essay with an introduction and conclusion, and that they organise their ideas into paragraphs. 

The essay should be relevant to the question and should convey a detailed knowledge of the text studied. Essays should convey a sound understanding of the text’s themes and meaning. Points made in relation to the question should be backed-up with close reference to the text. The best essays will include accurate and frequent quotations, though reference to events is acceptable.

Learners should:

· memorise key quotations 

· practise analysing these quotations (What techniques is the writer using? What is the effect? How does the quote relate to the text’s themes/characters/plot etc.)
· Practice planning essay responses – a brief paragraph plan of what they will discuss in each section of the essay

· Practise writing topic sentences
· Practise writing essays in timed conditions (aim for under one hour)

Folio of Writing (30%)

This consists of two pieces of writing:

· One broadly creative (short story, poem, personal experience, play script, opening chapter of a novel etc.)

· One broadly discursive (informative, persuasive etc.)

Word Count:

· Higher – under 1300

· N5 – under 1000

There are strict rules regarding how much support parents and teachers can provide with this. It must be the candidate’s own work, and therefore we advise that you support with caution. 

Close marking of grammar and spelling errors is not allowed. You can point out inconsistencies, but they must identify and change these themselves. 

The candidate must come up with their own ideas, and any support in planning their writing should be provided by the teacher. 

We very much appreciate your support in ensuring your child meets deadlines and completes work to their best ability, but please avoid giving too much assistance in this element of the course.
