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Kirkwall Grammar School

English Department

S1 Homework Booklet 1

Terms 1 & 2
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Homework to be completed as instructed by your English Teacher. All activities should be complete by December.
Name: _______________________________________________

Homework 1
CAPITAL LETTERS

There are many mistakes we make when writing.  Forgetting to put in the capital letters is a very common error.

There are several uses for capital letters:

· To start sentences

· At the start of proper nouns (e.g. names of towns, people, countries, etc.)

· For initials, such as for organisations like the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation)

· Capital letters are always used at the beginning of a bit of direct speech.

· Capital “I” is always used when it is a word on its own.

Your Task

Write out the following sentences, putting in all of the capital letters:

1. i would like to visit egypt next year.
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2. james, peter and Amanda arrived late for school.

3. “take care with that!” shouted mr wilson.


4. “where is brian evans today?” asked mrs walters.

5. charles dickens wrote ‘david copperfield.’


6. “last year we went to blackpool for a fortnight”, said john.

7. my cousin is in the r.a.f.


Extra Challenge: Write a paragraph reviewing a favourite film, book or game. Make sure capital letters are used correctly all the way through. Write this on a piece of paper or in your jotter.

Homework 2

PROPER NOUNS

Proper nouns are names used for people, places, organisations, films etc. They should always have a capital letter.

Re-write the proper nouns below, with capital letters in the appropriate places:

	mrs smith 

	
	february
	
	glasgow
	
	kirkwall grammar school

	queen mary

	
	j.k. rowling
	
	portugal
	
	orkney  r.f.c 


Capital letters are used for the first letters of the important words in the names or titles of T.V. Programmes, films, books, plays and poems.

Usually ‘a’, ‘an’, ‘the’, ‘in’, ‘on’ and ‘and’ don’t need capital letters.
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Write these titles out correctly, using capital letters when necessary.

1. to a mouse

2. flower of scotland

3. danny, champion of the world

4. lord of the rings

5. harry potter and the philopher’s stone

Now come up with one title for each, write them down correctly using capital letters in the appropriate places.

1. a book

2. a film

3. a game

4. a poem

5. a play

Extra Challenge: Write a paragraph which contains at least 8 proper nouns. Try to make them different kinds (e.g. not all names of people; include places, days of the week etc.) Do this on a piece of paper or in your jotter.

Homework 3
PRONOUNS & NOUNS

Pronouns are words we use in place of nouns. They are often used to avoid repetition.


1. Copy the sentences. Choose the best pronoun for each sentence.
a) The cat ate the food because (you/it) was hungry.

b) (I/She) love listening to music.

c) I like James and (we/he) likes (us/me).

2. Re-write these sentences. Replace some of the nouns with pronouns to make them less clumsy.
a) The doctor told Mr Benn that the doctor would call again on Tuesday.

b) Oliver watched the television with Oliver’s brother and sister. Oliver and his brother and sister loved programmes about nature.


3. For each sentence, circle the pronoun(s) and underline the noun it refers to. Look at the example: When Harry put his rabbit down, it hopped away.
a) Lucas needs to tidy up, he has a very messy bedroom.
b) Mrs Barker, you have forgotten your whistle again!
c) The children were lined up smartly; they looked like little soldiers.
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Homework 4
NOUNS & VERBS

A noun is a word for a person, place, thing, or an idea/concept.

A verb is a doing (or action) word.

Below is a list of verbs and nouns. Using highlighters or coloured pens, mark or underline all the nouns in one colour, and the verbs in another.

	sing

Adam

listen

imagine

decorate
	engine

cup

sadness

forest

country
	install

team

destroy

bring

begin
	Norway

carry

hesitate

joy

Tuesday


Is it a Noun or Is It a Verb?

Some words can be used as both nouns and verbs, which can get confusing! 

Try and remember this little trick to help you use these particular words in different ways within your sentences.

1. Read these sentences. Is the underlined word being used as a noun or a verb?

a) The group stood at the front of the class to present their speech. __________

b) Rubbing her eyes in disbelief, Nisha ran over to the present underneath the Christmas tree. __________

c) Dad was extremely pleased with the progress Billy had made in S1. __________

d) Victoria was trying to progress into the 100m backstroke final. __________

e) Holly was starting to suspect that her little brother had stolen the last chocolate biscuit. __________

f) After a long chase, the police officer finally caught up with the suspect. __________

g) The recycling club members were able to help the school caretaker by collecting all of the rubbish from the playground. __________

h) Mr Foster put a cover over his antique sports car in his garage. __________

i) During the literacy lesson, the children had to film their presentations. __________

2.  Now, it’s your turn. Use these words in two different sentences: one where the word is used as a noun and one where it is used as a verb.

a) Write a sentence using the word ‘display’ as a verb.

b) Write a sentence using the word ‘display’ as a noun.

c) Write a sentence using the word ‘scratch’ as a verb.

d) Write a sentence using the word ‘scratch’ as a noun.


Extra Challenge: Can you think of one more word of your own that can be both a noun and a verb? 

Use the word in two different sentences: one where it is a noun and one where it is a verb.

My chosen word is ______________




Used as a noun: 




Used as a verb: 




Homework 5
DESCRIBING WORDS – ADJECTIVES & ADVERBS

An adjective is a describing word. We can really improve our writing by coming up with interesting and powerful adjectives. Below is a list of very common adjectives. For each one, write down three more interesting or powerful adjectives you could use in its place. If you need to, you can use a thesaurus to help.

	Common adjective
	More powerful/interesting replacements

	Good
	Exquisite
	Superb
	Magnificent

	Happy
	
	
	

	Boring
	
	
	

	Old
	
	
	

	Shocked
	
	
	


Adverbs are words which describe a verb, so they tell us more information about the action.

For example:  The man gulped loudly and ate messily. 

The words in bold tell us how he ate and drank. They give us more information about the actions. You might notice that adverbs often end with the suffix –ly. The adverb doesn’t always directly follow the verb, it might appear elsewhere in the sentence, but it is always describing the action.
For example:  She plays (verb) the flute beautifully (adverb). 

For each of the sentences below, add an adverb to describe the action.
1. The car travelled ________________ along the windy road.

2. The girls walked ________________ to get to town.

3. He plays rugby ________________.

4. The teacher spoke to the class ________________.

5. I waited ________________ before going in.

6. The dog barked ________________ at the passers by.

7. The crowd cheered ________________ when the game ended.

8. The choir sang ________________ in the concert.

Extra Challenge:  Write out a paragraph using at least five interesting adjectives, and 5 adverbs. Highlight or underline your adjectives and adverbs in different colours.

Homework 6

CONJUNCTIONS/CONNECTIVES

Conjunctions and connectives are two words which refer to the same thing – words which join clauses to make longer, more complex sentences. There are different examples we use depending on the types of clauses we are connecting. You need to make sure you choose the best conjunction to fit the sentence. 

Complete the sentences below by choosing appropriate conjunctions from the word bank.

	and
	but
	or
	if
	so

	although
	because
	so that
	even if
	whenever

	before
	even though
	until
	whether/or

	
	not only/but
	either/or
	both/and
	


1. I went to bed very late ___________________________ I am tired today.

2. My dad has fixed my bike ___________________________ I can take it to the park.

3. We are having ___________________________ pasta ___________________________ curry for dinner.

4. I listened to the weather forecast ___________________________ put an umbrella in my bag.

5. I will always support my local team, ___________________________ they always lose!

6. The weather is forecast to be ___________________________ hot ___________________________ humid.

7. My brother is grumpy ___________________________ he has got to do his homework.

8. He goes on holiday, ___________________________ he doesn’t like flying.

9. My mum is ___________________________ a brilliant doctor, ___________________________ she is a great runner too.

10. I enjoy playing hockey ___________________________ it’s not my favourite sport.

11. We could go to the park ___________________________ to the cinema.

12. I’m not sure ___________________________ I’m going to the match ___________________________ not.

Homework 7

SPELLING RULES 

Plurals of words ending in 'y'- The Rule

These follow a fairly simple pattern which is easy to follow as long as you remember:
- the difference between a vowel and a consonant.
(Vowels are 'a', 'e', 'i', 'o' and 'u'. All the other letters are consonants)

If the word has a consonant before the final 'y' then the plural ends with 'ies':
	Singular
bully

pony

canary

spy
	becomes

becomes

becomes

becomes
	Plural
bullies

ponies

canaries

spies


If the word has a vowel before the final y then you just add an 's':
	Singular
day

delay

survey

toy
	becomes

becomes

becomes

becomes
	Plural
days

delays

surveys

toys


Task
Write out the correct form of the plural for each word:
donkey

dictionary

colony
fairy

essay


Sunday

story

similarity

berry


artery


fly

penny



Homework 8
SPELLING RULES 

i before e except after c -  The Rule

In words which have an ‘i’ and an ‘e’ next to each other, ‘i’ comes first, unless they come after a ‘c’. 
For example, in BELIEVE, the ‘i’ comes first, as there is no ‘c’ before the sound. Where as in RECEIVE, the ‘e’ comes first.

	i before e
	e before i

	Lie

Field

Cried

Thief

Chief

Shield
	Deceive

Deceit

Ceiling

Perceive

Receipt

Conceit


Remember, if a word ends in an ‘i’ and an ‘e’, then it will always be in the ‘ie’ pattern. If it begins with these letters, it will always be ‘ei’.

TASK

Complete the following sentences with the appropriate ie/ei order, following the spelling rules.

1. The police caught the th____________f hiding behind the shed.

2. “Shall I put the rec____________pt in your bag?” asked the shopkeeper.

3. My sister’s daughter is my n____________ce.

4. The soldier raised his sh____________ld to defend himself.

5. It is quite difficult to paint the c____________ling in a church.

6. My fr____________nd would never try to dec____________ve me.

7. The f____________rce lion roared at its prey.

8. I really want to ach____________ve full marks in my spelling test.

9. On my next birthday, I will be ______________ght years old.

The word ‘point’ can be both a noun and verb.


To use ‘point’ as a noun, put a determiner like ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’ before it:


e.g. Henry sharpened his pencil to a point. (noun)


To use ‘point’ as a verb, put the word ‘to’ before it:


e.g. The little girl started to point out of the coach window. (verb)








