Kirkwall Grammar School Newsletter
February 2013
Options and Choices….
It’s that time of year again when some pupils (current S2, S3, S4 & S5) have to make their
course choices for next session. This is always a busy time for the youngsters but, help is at
hand. Pupils will be given expert guidance in making their choices from their Guidance teacher.
This will ensure that realistic options are taken with the focus on progression and high expectations for all as
they move up through the school. We hope that as many parents/carers as possible will take an active interest
in helping their children make these important decisions. We intend to complete the process by the Easter
holidays and this will allow us to start designing the timetable for next session. We will shortly upload the S2S3 and S3-S4 Course Descriptor Booklets, the Senior Course Descriptors booklet and the Option Forms to the
KGS website (paper copies available on request).
There are Parent’s Evenings on the following dates:
S2 Tuesday 12 February from 5pm-7pm (pupils will be issued with appointment sheets shortly)
S3 Thursday 7 March from 5pm-7pm
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Prelims are Almost Over! - What Now?
Now that the latest round of Prelim exams for pupils in S4-S6 are
almost over, our attention now becomes very focussed on the final
SQA exams in April/May. Prelims provide the school, and your child,
with invaluable information about how they are currently performing in each
subject. Careful analysis of pupils’ performance is done with their class teacher
and areas of strength and weakness identified to inform pupils of exactly where
extra work and effort needs to be made. Prelims should be seen as an
opportunity to learn from mistakes and to ensure that they are not repeated in
the final SQA exams.

SQA Exam Preparation Advice
It’s now a matter of weeks and the final SQA exams will be upon us. All pupils sitting
SQA exams this session should be starting NOW to devise a revision schedule to ensure
that they do themselves justice in these extremely important exams.
A downloadable personal planner is available on the KGS website to help pupils plan revision schedules
between now and the exams starting. Be assured that pupils will be given as much support as possible
by the school, not just in class but also in extra study support sessions. These are offered by most
departments and provide opportunities for pupils to get help in areas they are having difficulties with.
There are useful links on the KGS website to a number of useful resources to help aid revision. In
particular, the SQA website has a good number of downloadable past papers with full solutions.
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Art/Photographic Competition
This is your chance to see your photography or a photograph of your artwork enlarged to wall size and
on permanent display in the new KGS! Walls in the dining hall and social areas will feature these images.
The themes chosen by pupils and staff are:Orkney marine environment
Orkney rural environment
Orkney culture, heritage and leisure
Accent colours are: Green, Blue and “Russian Velvet” Purple
Images must be submitted in the following format:
At least 12 megapixel photo file
Preferably RAW format (Digital negative); (or JPEG, TIFF etc.)
*Please note that in order for chosen images to “fit” the selected area, they may be cropped.
**Also, there is no prize or remuneration as such, but the reward will be to see your work on a large
scale in the new Kirkwall Grammar School!
Photos to be submitted to admin.kgs@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk by February 15th 2013See more

Holocaust Memorial Day Celebration
Every year on 27 January, the world marks the Holocaust Memorial Day.
On this day we remember those who have been persecuted or murdered
during the Holocaust Nazi persecution and in subsequent genocides in
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. This provides an opportunity for
everyone to learn a lesson from the past and apply them to the present day
to create a safer and better future.
Pupils at Kirkwall Grammar School marked Holocaust Memorial Day with a candle lighting ceremony.
Mr McLaughlin said: “On Holocaust Memorial Day, we share the memory of the millions who have been
murdered in the atrocities of the past in order to challenge hatred and persecution in the UK today.
We will join millions of others across the world who come together to pause, to remember and reflect
on what we need to do to create a future free from the dangers of discrimination. These are valuable
lessons for our pupils.”

Scottish Communities League Cup Visit
The Scottish Communities League Cup came to KGS as part of it’s Trophy
Tour of Scotland last month. The pupils, and some of the staff, were
really excited about the prospect of having their photo taken with the cup.
The pillars of the Scottish Communities League Cup are Respect,
Responsibility and Tolerance and these fit in very well with the school’s
efforts to gain the UN Rights Respecting School Award and it was great to
see the whole school community getting excited about the trophy’s visit.
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Inganess Santa Fun Run
On the last day of term at Christmas, most of Inganess House
took part in the Sponsored Santa Fun Run for charity. They ran
from the school to Inganess beach and back again. It was a
terrible day of wind and showers but this did nothing to deter
the high spirits of the pupils who all completed the run, albeit
with somewhat rosy cheeks. It is hoped the sponsor money will
be over £2000 with it being split between two charities—
MacMillan Orkney and Help for Heroes.
For those pupils who have yet to gather all their sponsor money, please do so and bring in to school
by Friday 22 February at the latest!

Rugby Success
The KGS U16 team have won the Highlands and Islands Plate competition for
season 2012-2013 defeating Shetland and Milburn Academy.
Well done boys!!

Carol Service Success

Netball Success

Once again the Annual KGS Carol
Service was a resounding
success. Over 130 pupils took part
and the packed Cathedral crowd
were treated to performances by
the Junior Choir, Senior Choir, Girls’ Choir, the
Windband, the Senior Strings and the Orchestra.
We have received numerous verbal compliments
and some very kind people even took the time to
write in.
Very well done to all involved!

S4 pupil, Sarah MacPhail has
been selected for the Scottish
U17 Netball squad. Sarah has
been travelling to East Kilbride
on a monthly basis to take part
in trials and training sessions and began the selection process in September last year. The
squad will be competing in the European U17
Netball Championships in Malta at the beginning
of March.

Swimming Success

Octopush Success

Three KGS pupils travelled to Inverness recently
to compete at the North District Age-Group
Championships and returned home with big
improvements to their times. Molly Blance
competed in the 13-14 age-group 200m Breast and
Backstroke and very quickly demolished her old
personal bests. Leah Garriock swam in the 10-12
age-group and went into the 400m Freestyle and
dropped an amazing 21 seconds from her entry
time! Jack Duncan swam in the 13-14 age-group
and set new personal bests in 400m IM, 200m Fly
and 200m Backstroke. Very well done!

Eleven ex-KGS players represented Scotland at
the recent European Club Championships. 2013
saw the largest Orcadian contingent ever to
attend the competition. They travelled to Eger
in Hungary in January and had to endure a
tough day’s competition with the mean’s squad
finishing in 11th place overall and the women’s
squad finishing in 3rd place.
Well done everyone!

Congratulations and very well done Sarah!!
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Roots and Shoots Group
Last term the Roots and Shoots group have been very busy. Recently they
took several trips down to the Seal Rescue Centre on South Ronaldsay where
Ross Flett gave them a fantastic talk about seal conservation and behaviour
and all the work they do at the centre. They also got the opportunity to see
his rescued seals which were all in different stages of rehabilitation including one which had begun to swim and seemed particularly playful.
The groups is also currently involved in the RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch and are very keen to get outside and
take part.
Lastly, through Roots and Shoots the whole school has been awarded an Autumn Term Silver Award for its
contribution to the local people, environment and wildlife. A fantastic achievement—well done everyone!!

Facebook & Twitter Reminder
Our ‘Kirkwall Grammar School’ Facebook page and @KGSOrkney Twitter account links are as follows:
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Kirkwall-Grammar-School/410051129035787
http://twitter.com/KGSOrkney

Dress Code Reminder
We again ask parents for their support in ensuring a high standard of dress code is maintained. Pupils are to
wear a top with the school logo. School tops should not be worn under other clothing and should be seen at
all times. There are various styles available: Sweatshirt, Polo shirt, Rugby shirt or Zip top. Pupils may wear a
white shirt and school tie. Plain dark trousers, jeans or skirts (shorts are not appropriate) and plain navy,
black or white layers are suitable under the school top.

Kirkwall Grammar School Handbook
A new KGS School Handbook has been produced recently according to new government
guidelines. This is still a work in progress and will continually be updated over time. This
is available on the KGS website. The shorter ‘Welcome to KGS’ is also on the website
which gives a more user-friendly introduction to KGS. Your comments on both the new
handbook and the shorter ‘Welcome to KGS’ would be appreciated—what do you like? What could be improved?
Email comments to admin.kgs@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk.

Dates for your Diary
S3 Report issued
S2 Parents’ Evening
S2 Course Choice Information Sessions
S3 Course Choice Information Session
S3 Parents’ Evening
S5/6 Reports Issued
End of Spring term
Start of Spring term
S4 Study Leave begins
S5/6 Study Leave begins

Friday 1 February
Tuesday 12 February
Tuesday 12 February
Thursday 21 February
Thursday 7 March
Friday 8 March
Friday 29 March
Monday 15 April
Monday 29 April
Wednesday 8 May

5pm-7pm
4.30pm, 6pm or 7pm
5.30pm
5pm-7pm

NOTE: 2013-14 & 2014-15 HOLIDAY DATES HAVE BEEN UPLOADED TO THE KGS WEBSITE.
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