
 

 

 
KIRKWALL GRAMMAR SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
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Study Advice and Exam Information 

As we get closer and closer to the SQA exams we 
would like to take this opportunity to look for 
your support in helping our pupils prepare to 
perform to the best of their ability but the hard 
work and dedication must come from the 
pupils themselves.   
 
Having said that, there are a number of things happening 
in school that will hopefully support them.  In particular, 
Supported Study classes.  Teachers run these in their own time for no 
payment whatsoever.  We are absolutely amazed at the number of individual 
sessions on offer in KGS.  This dedication from staff provides pupils with the 
opportunity to get help and support either as individuals or in small groups.   
 
We will also be publishing a programme of intensive study days that will be 
available during the Study Leave period.  These Immersion Days have proved 
extremely successful to pupils over the last two years and hopefully good use 
will once again be made of them.   
 
Also, during Study Leave, if pupils need a quiet place to study or would like help 
with a particular subject, we are more than happy to accommodate this.  However, 
it is essential that pupils make arrangements with their class teachers 
beforehand.  Pupils must not enter the school building unless they have an exam 
are attending an Immersion Day or have made prior study arrangements.  If a 
pupil is coming into school for study they must sign in and out at the Office. 
 
During the exams, please remind your sons/daughters to:  
• Bring all the necessary equipment 
• Arrive in plenty of time for each exam 
• Check their seat number for each exam and sit in the correct place 
• Bring their Scottish Candidate Number with them to each exam 
• Mobile phones, iPods etc are not allowed in the exam room–even switched off! 
 
If your son/daughter is ill during the SQA exams, please phone the school to let 
us know as soon as possible.  You must obtain a medical certificate from your 
doctor which can then be submitted to the SQA. 
 
I would like to offer my best wishes to every pupil involved in the exam period 
but would also like to emphasise that there is no substitute for hard work. 
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The finishing touches have now been 
made to an art installation just outside 
the Kirkwall Grammar School which will 
feature a time capsule to give folk in 
the future an idea about life in 21st 
century Orkney.  

 
 

The curved stone wall is being built beside the main road past the school 
and features local sandstone similar to that used in the cathedral. The 
time capsule is filled with some fairly unusual items donated by each 
department in the school. 

KGS Time Capsule 

Fereday Prize 2015 

KGS takes the Fereday crown! 
1st place and overall winner to Graham Aim.  
2nd place to Kelly Budge  
3rd place to Molly Cant. 
Congratulations to everyone involved! 
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The Secondary Schools Individual 
Badminton Competition was held at 
Thurso High School on Friday 16 January. 

The results: 
U14 Girls Doubles Runners up – Freya 
Stevenson & Molly Cant 
U14 Boys Doubles Winners – Reid Kemp & Jamie Clouston  
U16 Girls Singles Winner –Alice Scott 
U16 Girls Singles Runner up – Elise Doull 
U16 Girls Doubles Winners – Alice Scott & Elise Doull 
U16 Mixed Doubles Winners – Alice Scott & Kristopher Leask 
U19 Girls Singles Winner – Emma Work 
U19 Girls Doubles Winners – Emma Work & Hannah Keith 
U19 Boys Singles Winner – Liam Delday 
U19 Boys Doubles Winners – Liam Delday & Andrew Reid 
U19 Mixed Doubles Winners – Hannah Keith & Thorfinn Miller 

Congratulations to everyone involved - especially after such a horrendous 
boat trip! 

Badminton 

East United added the Hourston's S4 & Under 
Indoor 4's title to the S2 & Under trophy they 
won last week when they beat Thorfinn in the 
final of the competition held at Picky 
recently.  

 
 

Bryan Clark presented the trophy and winners 
medals on behalf of sponsors W Hourston, 
Jewellers. Congratulations to the East lads 
on their victories. 
 

Football 
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Orkney's Under 13 netball team are through 
to the final of the Scottish Youth Cup after 
defeating Maryhill, 10-8, in the semi-final. 

It was a hard-earned win at the Cults 
Sports Complex for the Orkney team who will now 
either face Peebles or Shetland in the final - creating 
the prospect of an all-Northern Isles tie. It's due to be held in 
Glasgow, during May. 

 

Netball 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

The Fairtrade Steering Group at KGS organized a number of activities to 
commemorate Fairtrade Fortnight.  Some of the activities that took 
placed included: 
 
Raising Awareness 
The group handed out stickers to remind everyone about the dramatic 
difference Fairtrade makes. 
Big Stock It Ask 
Fairtrade wouldn’t be where it is today without folk asking local 
businesses to stock the products.  More than 102 signatures were collected 
and sent to the Fairtrade Foundation. 
Banana Dip & Where can Fairtrade Competitions  
Staff and pupils went away with lots of Fairtrade prizes. 
Make Noise for Fairtrade  
The Steering Group were joined by staff at break time to make noise for 
Fairtrade. 
 Fairtrade Quiz  

This was free of charge to enter and the winners 
took home Fairtrade bananas, chocolate and 
chocolates which were donated by the local Co-op 

and Tesco. 
Fairtrade Raffle  
This was the last event of the fortnight with 
prizes donated by local businesses in Kirkwall 
(Dealz, Sclaters, Town Barbers, Tesco & the Co-
op).  A total of £150 was raised and will be put 
towards organizing more Fairtrade events in the 
future. 



 

 

5 

A local drama team has won through to the 
national finals of the SCDA Festival of One Act 
Plays. The Palace Players team of KGS pupils 
Callum McArthur and Harry Siderfin presented 
the play "Down Came the Rain" by Burgess Clark 
and directed by Erika Leslie. The team will now 
go forward to the national finals in Lochgelly 
in June. 

KGS students went head-to-head to win 
cash for local charities at a special event 
highlighting community issues in Orkney 
and the good work being done to 
address them.  Over the past four 
months, over 40 sixth year students have 
been working in teams to research social and 
community issues of concern locally, ranging from 
cancer support to domestic abuse and depression. 
At a special event last Wednesday teams presented their findings on these 
issues to a panel of judges - highlighting a local charity they believe is 
doing the best work to tackle the problems - in a bid to win the £500 
prize for their chosen organisation. 
The Kirkwall Community Project (KCP) is aimed at helping students 
develop presentation, communication and organisational skills while 
building lasting relationships with local charities. It’s been carried out as 
part of their Moral and Religious Education curriculum at the school. 
Mr McDonald said the KCP has been an inspiring project for the students 
involved: “It’s something they have really been able to get their teeth into 
and get passionate about, at the same time as developing important life 
skills and contributing to bettering the local community. We very much 
hope this will be the first of many future events to come.” 
After the final presentations, the judges awarded the £500 prize fund to 
Women's Aid Orkney.  Each presentation was highly praised by the judges 
who had a very tough decision to make. 
Pictured are members from the winning team with judges Dave Gray (BBC 
Radio Orkney) and Rev Fraser McNaughton, alongside RMPS Teacher, Faye 
Cuthbertson. 

 

The Kirkwall Community Project 

Drama Success 
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The first local final of the Crown Office and 
Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) Public Speaking 
Competition was held in Kirkwall last weekend with 
three teams competing from local schools. Teams 
from Kirkwall Grammar School, Sanday Junior High 
and Stromness Academy took part in the 
competition held in Kirkwall Sheriff Court. 
  
The three all girl teams tackled the subject "Society 
thinks that everyone should be thin and beautiful" 
and then had to answer questions from the 
audience and other team members. In a very close competition the team 
of Joanne Miller and Beth Banerjee-Richards from KGS came out on top 
with Sanday and Stromness Academy runners up. Procurator Fiscal Sue 
Foard who organised the competition said the standard had been 
exceptionally high. 
 

D
o
n

COPFS Public Speaking Competition 
 

KGS pupil Thorfinn Moffat and Stromness Academy pupil Jack Norquoy 
have been elected as Orkney's Members of the Scottish Youth Parliament. 
Chief Executive, Alistair Buchan, in his role as Return Officer, announced 
the results of the recent election at a reception at the Council Chambers. 
Council Convenor, Steven Heddle, thanked all four candidates for 
standing and remarked on how impressed he had been with the positivity 
and enthusiasm shown by them all. 

Ernie Skea, who has coordinated the 
election process, also commended all 
four candidates on their efforts and was 
keen to remind them all that this was 
just the beginning of their journeys in 
working on behalf of the young people 
of Orkney. 

SYP Elections 
 



 

 

  

 
Feel free to let us know what you think of our newsletter format or  

you can contact us about any aspect of education at Kirkwall Grammar School 
 
Phone: (01856) 872102 email: admin.kgs@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk website:  www.kgsorkney.com 

HAPPY EASTER 

We hope you all have a restful holiday 

and a very happy Easter! 

End of Spring Term  Friday 27 March 
Start of Summer Term  Monday 13 April 
S4-S6 Study Leave begins  Monday 27 April 
May Day Holiday  Monday 4 May 
End of Study Leave  Friday 5 June 
New timetable begins  Monday 8 June 
End of Summer Term  Friday 26 June 

Dates for your Diary 
 

National Debating Matters Trip 
 

Rhiannon Walters, Thorfinn Moffat, Angus 
MacDonald, and James Nicolson, 
recently participated in the regional final of 
the Institute for ideas, National Debating 
Matters competition. Despite two of the 
members having never competed in a formal 
debate in addition to being the youngest 
competitors of the day, both of the Kirkwall 
teams performed admirably throughout their 
debates, only narrowly missing put on a place 
in the final debate of the day.  
 
All four were a credit to the school and both Miss Perry and Mr Ogbhemhe 
were exceedingly proud of the way they conducted themselves throughout 
the trip in addition to receiving several complements from staff from 
other schools as to, not only their debate technique, but also their 
excellent sportsmanship.  


