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Key upcoming dates

[ALL] Last day of term 2. 20th December
[ALL] First day of term 3. 6th January 2025
[S4/5/6] Prelims. 8th January – 28th January.
[S5/6] Study Leave. 13th January – 24th January

Dear Parents and Carers,

As I prepare to leave Kirkwall Grammar School after 3.5 years in the role of Head 
Teacher, I want to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to you for 
your unwavering support. It has been an honour to work with such a dedicated 
and vibrant school community, and I am really grateful for the partnership we 
have shared in helping our young people thrive.

In my time here, I have been consistently inspired by the energy, talent, and 
commitment of both our pupils and staff team. Even in this final week, we have 
seen our pupils excel in a wide range of activities — from a lively ceilidh, a 
fantastic art exhibition, a beautiful strings concert and enthusiastic singing 
during assemblies. We've also seen pupils take on leadership roles across the 
school, supporting each other and working to ensure that every young person 
feels safe and welcomed in our community. These moments, along with so 
many others, highlight the incredible potential of our pupils and the supportive 
environment we have all worked together to create.

None of this would be possible without the support from you, our parents and 
carers. Whether it was keeping in touch about your child’s education, attending 
school events, being part of our Parent Council, or taking part in any 
consultations, your involvement has been instrumental in making our school a 
place where every pupil can flourish. I am truly grateful for the partnership we 
have built over the years.

I will be staying in Orkney and so I am excited to see the achievements of our 
pupils in 2025 and beyond. I know that the school will continue to go from 
strength to strength, and I look forward to seeing the wonderful things that lie 
ahead for both pupils and staff.

Thank you again for everything you’ve done to support me, the staff, and most 
importantly, your young people. It has been an absolute privilege to lead this 
school, and I will carry fond memories of my time here.

Wishing you and your families all the best for the future.

Miss Claire Meakin
Head Teacher (claire.meakin@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk) 
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