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2024/2025 School Year comes to an End- By Rebecca Dancy 

The newspaper committee’s final house cup was presented back in 

June and I have to say; We all felt pretty cool getting a birds eye 

view of Kirkwall Grammar School’s annual tradition. 

To start off the beautiful ending to our 2024/2025 school year, 

Hadhirgaan, celebrating its 30th year of running, blessed us with 

some exquisite tunes. It was wonderful to see how pupils in our 

school still strive to be part of such a successful and talented group. 

Prior to their performance I had a chance to speak with some 

members of the musical group. They seemed very passionate about 

what they do and also enjoyed calling attention to the millions of 

different instruments they can play! Douglas Montgomery, the 

music instructor, got an honourable mention and we are all very 

proud of all his hard work he has put in here at Kirkwall Grammar 

School. So to you Douglas, Thank You. 

Ms Mackay then opened our ceremony with a beautiful quote: 

“learning is lifelong” which as elderly old fossils, all us S6s can 

confirm: Learning is in fact life long. I personally only recently 

learnt that ducks can fly! Which was maybe common knowledge 

but it fits in perfectly to learning being lifelong. So beware: 

Learning is following you everywhere you go! 

We then moved onto the highlights of our school year, which there 

were many! We have some amazing talent within our school and it 

was exhilarating to hear all about it. We began with a special 

mention to the school production that was performed this year by 

13 pupils over the course of 3 days: ‘The Accrington Pals’ written 

by Peter Whelan is a play based in 1981. It is based on the 

Accrington Pals unit in the First World War and contrasts its life at 

the front and experiences in the 1916 Battle of the Somme with the 

women left behind in Accrington. The production rehearsals took 

place over a span of only 6 weeks and was directed by the one and 

only Mrs Slade. The cast consisted of now ex pupils: Brooke Ward, 

Ruby Leslie and Gerry Hodgson and current pupils: Lily Flett, 

Gary Jones, Robert Tullock, Joshua Walker, James Donald, Abi 

Casey, Elsa Heddle, Rebecca Dancy, Erin Clarke, Cara Johnson 

and Anushka.J.Thombre. The drama department hopes you enjoyed 

the showings of Accrington pals and they can’t wait to show you 

what they have planned next. 

 

  

We then moved onto the success of our Junior Netball Team who 

won the Scottish Schools Cup. This is an astonishing 

accomplishment and it was terrific to hear about the efforts and 

performance put on by our very own KGS Netball Team. They put 

up a strong fight that made our heart rates go wild! The S3 (now 

S4) netball girls secured their win with a final score of 48-47 

against Strathallan. The winning team consisted of (Team Captain) 

Rosa Leonard, (Vice-Captain) Annie Ewing and Team members: 

Hollie Cromarty, Annie Gray, Libby Lindsay, Maggie Thomson 

and Madison Russel. And a special mention to their reserves: Elsa 

Heddle, Josie Eunson, Ellie Reid and Ziggy Besant. Well done 

girls, you did our school proud! 

“I was in the PE hall for the final and let me tell you the 

atmosphere in there was electric!” said Ms Makay. And she is 

indeed right: The spirit we hold in the walls of our schools is truly 

electric! Throughout the 24/25 school year there were many other 

highlights however if we spoke about them all, our school 

assembly would still be taking place right now. 

 

 

 

 

 

We then moved onto the House Captain ceremony where we 

welcomed our 25/26 students who will be leading their houses this 

year alongside their Guidance Teachers. The competition for House 

Captain was fierce with many applications but with hard work and 

dedication 12 of our S6 pupils came out on top. For Fara our house 

captains are as follows: Maya Thomas, Robert Tullock, Jessica 

Bruce and Chris Pearce. For Copinsay we have: Joseph Barnby, 

Anushka Thombre, Archie Clarke and Leah Ryrie. And finally for 

Eynhallow we have: Lily Flett, Melvin Holland, Izzy Charles and 

Liv Walsh. Congratulations to all our House Captains. I had the 

delight of speaking to House Captain Liv Walsh, where I asked her 

how she felt to be elected as House Captain: “I feel honoured to 

represent Eynhallow!” 
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Then we ploughed through to the most depressing part of the whole 

school assembly; The leaving staff and staff that left during our 

24/25 year. It is always such a shame to see members of our school 

community leave but we wish them all the best in their future 

endeavours! The staff that left consisted of:  

★ Miss Harcus , ★ Miss Meakin, ★ Mrs Denvir, ★ Mr Scott,       

★ Miss Peak,★ Mr Thompson.  

They probably won’t have the utmost joy of reading this glorious 

piece of art, but we will dearly miss you all! The staff who our 

leaving are:  

★ Miss Lowry and Miss Andrews who are both off to have 

beautiful babies.  

★ Miss Simpson left to be a Dance Tutor in Hong Kong and Mr 

Memmott left to work in Singapore. Good luck to them!  

★ We then found out we are losing the legendary duo: Mr Nisbet 

and Mrs Hoggan-Nisbet with a groundbreaking 15-year and 11-

year time in Kirkwall Grammar School!  

★ Miss Batty left to enjoy the luxury of her retirement days. We 

wish her the best!  

★ And finally we lost an absolute musical genius, Mr Brian Jones, 

a brass teacher down in the music department. I have had the 

delight of knowing him for a few years now as he previously taught 

my brother and I when we both played the cornet! He will be a big 

miss within the school community. 

Good luck to all our teachers that have left, we wish you all the 

best in your future endeavours!           

*To read some of the lovely messages left by some of our now sadly ex-

staff, check later on this page to see some collected by my fellow writer 

Mae Garrett* 

We finally moved onto a lighter topic and we celebrated the Whole 

School Awards. These are some of our favourite celebrations here 

in the Newspaper Committee as we see how hard work and 

dedication is rewarded. The awards for 2024/2025 school year are 

as follows: 

The Junior Music Cup winner was S3 pupil Madison Russel. 

The Richard Hughes Memorial Cup went to S6 pupil Danny Moar.  

The Performing Arts Cup went to S6 pupil Brooke ward.  

 

The Gillian Dearness Memorial Award went to S6 pupil Libby 

Jamieson. 

The Art Cup went to S6 pupil Rebecca Hourston. 

The Sports Cup went to S6 pupil Hope Henderson. 

The Outstanding Science Award went to S6 pupil Sophie Reid. 

The KGS Head Teacher’s Award also went to S6 pupil Sophie 

Reid. 

Congratulations to all of the students past and present for all they 

have done! 

Lastly the grand reveal of the House Cup and Sports Cup a was 

awarded. Copinsay, Fara and Eynhallow went to immense battle 

throughout the 24/25 school year and collected house points 

endlessly. We were serenaded each Friday by Mr Harvey 

announcing the weekly house points and we all urged for our house 

to do better when we did not come out on top.  

Finally, after a long and successful school year, we saw the end 

result. So, if you have forgotten I can proudly tell you about our 

House Awards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Eynhallow and Fara! And that is all from me this 

month as my brain is now in agony from trying to remember all the 

juicy details from the house cup! See you all next month! 
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  Goodbyes from our leaving teachers- By Mae 

 

As mentioned previously at the end of the last school year we lost several cherished members of the KGS staff. I was able to speak with a few of 

these people and receive a final word for the school from each of them.

 

Miss Batty was a DnT 

teacher who had taught 

here for an incredible two 

decades. In our last 

conversation she'd thanked 

the school for “an 

awesome 21 years”  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Memmot was one of our 

biology teachers who had been 

teaching in KGS for the past 

years. He also ran the gender-

based violence awareness group, 

who led a week of house 

assemblies, for a few months 

before he left. His last message 

to our school was; "Thank you 

for a lovely four years.” 

 

                      

        

         

           

Mr Nisbet had been a 

whole range of things in the 

school, having been a 

guidance teacher for some, 

a science teacher for others. 

Some may remember the 

failed Elephants toothpaste 

experiment in S2 science. 

Mr Nisbet gave a very 

fitting final message to pass 

on to all students; “It's 

never too late to embrace a 

pair of colourful socks”  

Mrs Hoggan-Nisbet was 

another dearly loved member of 

the school having been a history 

and modern studies teacher. 

Judging from the number of 

good bye cards she had piled in 

her class she'll be sorely missed 

from the school. The last final 

quote I managed to get was; 

“I’d like to say something 

meaningful… can I send you an 

email?”. I did not get an email. 

        

 

 

 

The last person we managed to speak to was Miss Kent. Miss Kent is 

probably one of the most deserving of a mention in this paper having worked 

here an outstanding forty years. Mrs Mackay had said “Mrs Kent is what we 

called in with the bricks”. In the conversation we'd had about her time in the 

school she had said she'd; "Absolutely enjoyed every minute”.   

We wish good luck to everyone who left our school this year and with 

everything they plan to do from now on! 
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                    The Future of KGS  

 

We have received some wonderful poems and artworks from our younger years: the talent we have in our school is tremendous and these are 

only a few of our future artists and writers. Lets all give them a round of applause for not only their incredible work but also their courage at 

letting us publish them.These poems from the 2E1 English class are based on George Mackay Brown’s poem; Hamnavoe Market. 

 

The Island Games by Oliver Dingwall 
We all got ready for a once in a lifetime experience 

At the opening ceremony we cut the queue, 

It must have been at least to Stromness. 

In the line we spoke to the BBC. 

When inside, it was a full house with all the athletes. 

The sound and atmosphere was electric with all the bands playing. 

At the parade I was only around for half with my newly acquired 

foam hand. 

The day after, we decided our football team to support: Gozo FC. 

We chose them because of their stopper, Owen Aatard. 

He saved the winning shot on penalties to beat Shetland. 

Orkney’s first game against Froya was a win at home. 

Orkney was completely dominant. 

Orkney were miles better. 

Another of Orkney’s games was against the Isle of Man. 

The group we found wound up their keeper who was called Mark 

Blair; 

He had a foul mouth in response. 

Gozo vs Western Isles was a thriller. 

Gozo scored 3, then 3 goals came their way. 

Their keeper punched someone and got sent off but luckily, they 

still won on penalties 

In the final, Bermuda thrashed Ynys Mon. 

Afterwards I handed plush orcas to the medalists. 

I even got a medalist orca for myself. 

Overall, the island games were a great experience. I would love it 

to happen. 

 

 

Summer 2025 by Tom Montgomery 
The Island Games started with a kick, 

With the school bairns playing a tune, 

Like the peedie black birds peeping in the morning. 

As the athletes came in from the South, 

They took their weather with them, 

For the Island Games. 

The blue sun shining and the sea glistening, 

Cold creeps over me... 

But I soon adapt. 

A trip to Shapinsay, 

With my cousins and our bikes, 

For a cycle around the island and a play in the park. 

Silver mackerel coming into the pier in their hundreds, 

And then hauling them out of the water by the bucket. 

No need to cast; Just drop the line and pull it in. 

Happy, friendly music 

Playing at a French music festival, 

As if welcoming you into a home. 

What a great way to end the summer at the Watersound Festival, 

Bluegrass, Roots, smiles and cheers, 

With a happy and relaxed atmosphere 

 

 

 

Hope Show 25 By Ellie Waters 

They all drove to the show with neighing trailers. 

Ellie brushed her horse, watching the judge from afar like a 

leopard looking at its next meal; watching how she judges and 

what to do in the ring. 

Morgan put on her pony's bridle whilst getting decorated in her 

show kit. She put her hair in a bun tightly done. 

Sam stood beside the fence staring at the movement of the 

horse while stuffing his face with glazed donuts. 

Toots stood with a harsh stare looking at the enemies she’s 

against. She rolled her eyes to the back of her head. 

Ali grinned with his hands on the leash of his peedie Jack Russel-

as 

cute as anything. 

They all drove home with smiles on their faces with 1 st places in 

their hands as happy as ducks 

 

 

 

Next are some of our S2’s artworks that are going to be submitted in 

the Christine Harcus Memorial art competition which looks for art 

inspired by or depicting Orkney life and landscape. Not all the 

amazing art could be included but here are a few: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Woody Monkman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Charlie Groat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Ana Scott 
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                    The Future of KGS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Arney Clark        -Harley 

 

Finally, in our creative section we have a piece by one our committee members, Anushka.J. Thombre in S6. 

 

 

 

Cracks -By Anushka.J.Thombre 

Wind seeps through cracks in the glass whistling like a kettle on a stove, getting louder and 

higher as the room spins like it's been picked up by a tornado 

 

Drops of rain hit the window, like pebbles being skipped, and seep through the gap, soaking your 

sleeves, leaving you to ponder. The cracks grow stronger, no longer invisible under the faded 

light that once shone so bright that it was blinding. 

 

You were blind, but could always see. 

You were mute, but could always speak. 

You were deaf, but could always listen. 

 

The wind picks up and with it, snowflakes of glass join this everlasting cycle, chipping away at 

the looking glass that always watched you but you could never see through. 

 

Piercing diamonds fly past your head, your chest, your torso. Close but forever missing. The 

crack grows and is no longer a sign of poverty and filth but a bay sash window. Letting the air 

flow in, no longer howling but just as fierce as it was before. 

 

Tiny droplets race each other as they slide down the casement, like children in a playground. 

 

You sit on the soft cushions, book in hand and coffee on the sill and admire the rainbow created 

by the cracks in the ancient looking glass that you will forever keep. 
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                   KGS News Comic 
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                 KGS Drama Trip 
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                 KGS News Pupil Contribution 

 

 

 

 

We know our school I full of incredible talent, both students and teachers, deserving of being represented in 

the KGS newspaper. If you have done anything you’re particularly proud of like; 

• Winning or doing well in a competition 

• Making an achievement in your sport 

• A piece of art or craft  

• A comic of your own 

• A piece of writing 

• A good test score 

Or anything else you want to display then email us at kgsnewsteam@gmail.com with your name and school 

year for a chance for your achievements to be featured in the next months paper! 

P.S We will be looking for some Halloween inspired works for October so if you’ve been working on 

anything spooky we’d love to see it and maybe even publish it! 
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The Island Games were one of 

the biggest events we’ve ever 

hosted. It brought the community 

together and allowed us to meet 

so many different people and 

make connections for life. To 

celebrate this amazing event, 

here’s a word search! 

Find all 23 words and send a 

picture of the completed 

wordsearch to 

kgsnewsteam@gmail.com  

Maybe you’ll get a Prize? 
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