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Modern agriculture, which has a principal emphasis on maximising crop yields, has all too frequently pursued this goal at the expense of the environment. The removal of hedges, elimination of wildflower-rich field margins, together with heavy application of pesticides and herbicides, have collectively conspired to sterilise the land. Pollinating insects, especially bees and other invertebrates, have entered an alarming state of decline.

In the Sichuan Province of China - the world’s leading producer of apples and

pears - for example, the clearing of land for fruit-tree cultivation and massive

use of pesticides, has caused a collapse in the numbers of bees and other

pollinators. In 2019, bees were declared the most important creatures on

earth.

The situation is now so dire, that squads of people in Sichuan now have no

choice but to hand pollinate the flowers in their orchards by hand! Although

this is an extreme case, ongoing pollinator decline is advancing at an alarming

rate throughout the world.

So, is there anything we can do to help? Well, actually, there is. The treeplanting initiative established at KGS at the beginning of the year, is a hugely

positive contribution to environmental enhancement. All of the trees planted

by KGS pupils, especially willows, produce nectar-rich flowers that nurture

pollinating insects. Further to this, the grassland beneath those trees has been

allowed to grow tall together with many associated wildflowers that would

otherwise be mown. Pupils also planted lots of early flowering plants, for

example Snowdrops and Primroses, beneath existing units of trees. So we’ve

already made a very worthwhile contribution to the local environment.

Building on this,Mr Ogbhemhe has initiated a valuable and obvious extension

to the tree-panting project, by way of creating wildlife shelter. This is to

manifest in the form of constructing wildlife accommodation - refuges

commonly refered to as ‘bug hotels’. These are to be made entirely from

recycled used-materials, such as gash boards and timber that would otherwise

be consigned to the bonfire or landfill. There is absolutely no strict format or

design, it’s simply a question of pulling on the free resources around us and

creatively prsenting them in a manner that’s guaranteed to attract wildlife of

many sorts.

The first - of hopefully several eventual refuges - is already under construction

and should be completed and in situ in the school grounds by the early spring.

Although orientated towards being a haven for a great many invertebrates, it

will also feature a ground-level segment that should attract small rodents

(Orkney Voles and Woodmice) and Pygmy Shrews, plus an upper cavity that

may function as a nesting facility for small birds such as Wrens.

Materials

Reclaimed used boards for construction of the main container and multi-celled inserts.

Old fence posts and similar timber with which to create a base above ground level.

Materials for cell filling

1. Hollow stems of dead plants from the current growing season: Broad-leaved Dock, Wild Angelica and Hemlock

2. Plates of birch bark

3. Bearded-type lichens

5. Larch twigs containing cones

6. Assorted twigs, e.g. willow and alder

7. Dead leaves of birch and maple trees

8. Mosses

9. Pebbles and gravel

10. Dead grass

11. Fern fronds

Tools for construction purposes and trimming stems and twigs

1. Battery-powered drill

2. Battery-powered screwdriver

3. Long-handled pruners

4. Secateurs

5. Screws and nails

